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As the newly appointed professor of clinical English | am very happy to
join Nara Prefectural Medical University's (NMU) team. Over the past two weeks |
have been overwhelmed by the friendly nature and warm-heartedness of both the
students and staff at NMU. | have been pleasantly surprised to be greeted both
in English and Japanese wherever | go in the university or hospital. | have also
seen that there is a very high level of motivation to speak English throughout the
campus. In the future, | look forward to meeting even more of the students and
staff of NMU and | hope to be able to repay the kindness that | have been shown.

In my role has head of Clinical English | will work hard to develop a
program of English study, which supports all of the students of NMU to improve
their Communicative language skills to the highest level. | also want to work
with those students, both undergraduate and postgraduate, and staff who have
a special interest in English, to give them the opportunity to use English to

communicate with other medical professionals from around the world. Towards this goal | am currently developing
connections with medical schools in my home country (New Zealand) and hope to be able to bring NMU students to

study there in the near future.

English study takes time and perseverance, but the rewards are well worth the effort. | hope that many of the
students and staff will use this opportunity to visit and talk with me in my offices.
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